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(57) Abstract: N-times oversampled digital data is recovered by selection of N oversampling clocks (s0-s3) out of a totality of 
Q N*X interpolated clocks (ck0...ckl5) depending on the relative values of the sampled data. The N oversampling clocks (s0-s3) arc 

advanced or delayed in phase by an increment or decrement of 360°/(N*X) to achieve sampling at the center of the received data. 
^ Clock selection is performed via an N*(N*X) transistor switching matrix. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR RECOVERING N TIMES OVERSAMPL ED DATA BY SELECTION OF N 
PHASE SHIFTED SAMPLING CLOCKS OUT OF N*X INTERPOLATED CLOCKS ACCORDING TO THE 
R ELATIVE VALUES OF THE SAMPLED DATA 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

10001] Embodiments of the invention are in the field of processing high- 

speed digitally encoded analog data. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE BACKGROUND 

[0002] When performing parallel sampling of a serial data stream, clock 

skew must be compensated for. Clock skew occurs when there is a 
difference in clock signal timing between the signal being sampled and 
the sampling circuit. Clock skew can cause the sampling circuit to sample 
the signal at times during which the received signal does not represent 
meaningful data. Bit error rate ("BER") is a measure of transmission 
errors, typically the number of erroneous data bits over the total number 
of bits transmitted. In most systems, there is a maximum BER that cannot 
be tolerated. 

[0003] In serially transmitted binary data, one way to extract original data 

is to sample more bits during one bit period. This technique is called 

oversampling. From oversampled data, the receiver can extract the best 

samples with minimum error, due to nearby data and clock information. 

Oversampling includes sampling multiple times in a period of time during 

which the received signal is expected to represent meaningful data. The 

multiple samples collected, however, include bad samples and good 

samples, and the bad samples must be discarded. In some prior circuits 

that perform oversampling, the received signal frequency is too high for a 

single sampling circuit to perform the required number of sampling 

operations per time period. Therefore, several parallel sampling circuits 

are used. Each of the sampling circuits is 'fired" by a clock signal with a 
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distinct point in time, so the sampling circuits are fired in sequence. For 
example, an oversampling ratio of 4 implies that 4 data samples are to be 
sampled per bit time period. If there are 16 parallel sampling circuits 
which sample input data based on clock data, 16 equally spaced clock 
phases are required. This proliferation of clocks can be expensive in 
hardware and power, and the majority of the samples collected are not 
actually used for extracting transmitted data samples. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0004] Figure 1 is block diagram of an embodiment of a clock and data 

recovery circuit. 

[ooos] Figure 2A is a diagram illustrating sixteen clock signals and their 

relative phases. 

[0006] Figure 2B illustrates the order and frequency of sampling circuits 

"firing 0 in the embodiment of Figure 1 . 
[0007] Figure 3 illustrates a sampling operation in the embodiment of 

Figure 1 . 

[ooos] Figure 4 is a simplified diagram of a switching matrix in one 

embodiment of a sampling clock generating circuit for use in the circuit of 
Figure 1 . 

[0009] Figure 5 is another diagram of the switching matrix of Figure 4. 

[0010] Figure 6 is block diagram showing part of the switching matrix of 

Figure 4. 

[0011] Figure 7 is a timing diagram that illustrates the synchronization of 

a clock switching operation of the embodiment of Figure 6. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[0012] 



The invention will now be described with respect to various 
embodiments. The following description provides specific details for a 
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thorough understanding of, and enabling description for, these 
embodiments of the invention. However, one skilled in the art will 
understand that the invention may be practiced without these details. In 
other instances, well known structures and functions have not been 
shown or described in detail to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the 
description of the embodiments of the invention. For each embodiment, 
the same reference numbers and acronyms identify elements or acts with 
the same or similar functionality for ease of understanding and 
convenience. 

[0013] A clock and data recovery method and apparatus described herein 

is applicable to various types of data transmission. Embodiments include 
a method and apparatus for receiving a multi-channel serial digitally 
encoded signal and converting the received signal to digital data, or a set 
of binary characters. One embodiment includes determining whether a 
phase of a sampling circuit is appropriate to sample meaningful data from 
a received signal. If it is determined that the phase of the sampling circuit 
is not appropriate, the phase is shifted so that sampling occurs sooner or 
later in relationship to the received signal. The determination is based, in 
one embodiment, on the order and value of the samples taken, which 
indicate whether the samples are taken too close to a transition of the 
received signal. Determining an appropriate sampling phase allows fewer 
samples to be taken and therefore fewer sampling circuits to be used 
without corresponding degradation in sampling resolution. This can be 
illustrated as follows. 



[0014] Let B = bit rate in samples/second, and 

[0015] OS = oversampling ratio, that is, the received signal is sampled at 

OS times the frequency of the transmitted data rate. 
[0016] If N = the number of parallel sampling circuits. The sampling 



frequency per sampling circuit is (B x OS) / N. If N sampling clock phases 
are further divided by X phases, then the total number of phases becomes 
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N *x . If each of N sampling circuits may receive one of N clock phases 

(that is, each sampling circuit is supplied with a phase clock among N 
clock phases) then the sampling resolution ^Yq.qs.x' an( * ^ e e ^ ec ^ ye 

sampling frequency per sampling circuit becomes b os x . According to 

embodiments of the invention, the effective sampling frequency is further 

increased without increasing the number of sampling circuits. This is 
because each N phase clock has a resolution of Y B , os . x ^ ,n one 

embodiment, N is four, X is four, so that each phase of a four phase clock 
has a resolution of four phases. The sampling points are intelligently 
chosen, which allows four of the sixteen available phases to be used 
instead of using all sixteen phases. 

[0017] One embodiment uses four generated clock signals to produce 

sixteen sampling clock phases from which to choose. The sixteen 
sampling clock phases are evenly distributed about 360 degrees. The 
four generated clock signals actually chosen to drive the four sampling 
circuits have phase increments of 90 degrees. There are sixteen possible 
sets of four clock signals that can be chosen. The sampled signals are 
evaluated to intelligently determine whether the sampling circuits are 
sufficiently in phase with the received signal. The evaluation also 
indicates whether to adjust the sampling circuit phases to occur sooner or 
later. The effective sampling resolution is thus greater than the actual 
sampling resolution. For example, in the case just described, the actual 
sampling resolution is four, but the quality of the converted signal, as 
reflected for example in the BER of the converted signal, is comparable to 
the quality achieved with sampling resolution of sixteen. 

[0018] In the Figure 1 block diagram, an embodiment of a clock and data 

recovery circuit 104 provides sampling of a digitally encoded signal with a 
sampling resolution greater than the oversampling ratio. The circuit 104 
includes four sampling circuits 100, 101, 102, and 103. The sampling 
circuits 100-103 are any one of several known circuits for collecting 
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samples of a signal over time or periodically for the purpose of 
reconstructing or processing the signal. In one embodiment, the sampling 
circuits 100-103 are arranged in parallel to sample a digitally encoded 
analog signal and accurately produce digital data from the signal. The 
sampling circuits are each clocked separately by a respective sampling 
clock signal sO, s1 , s2, and s3, with each having a different phase. The 
sampling clock signals s0-s3 each activate a respective sampling circuit 
100-103 to collect a sample of the received signal. The value of the 
signals and their order of occurrence determine the encoding of the 
received signal. In one embodiment, the received signal has different 
voltage values that determine a data value, such as 1, 0. When the 
received signal makes a transition from one voltage to another, the signal 
crosses a transition point at which samples are contaminated by noise 
and nearby data values. It is therefore important to synchronize the 
sampling clock signals to the received data so that samples of meaningful 
data are taken because they represent no meaningful data encoded in the 
signal. The synchronization of the sampling clock signals is discussed in 
more detail below. 

[0019] A clock generating circuit 108 generates four clock signals 110 that 

each have different phases. In one embodiment, the four clock signals 
110 are 90 degrees out of phase with their closest neighbors so that the 
four clock phases are equally distributed about 360 degrees. In one 
embodiment, the clock generating circuit 108 is an analog phase locked 
loop (PLL), although other embodiments may employ other clock 
generating circuits such as a delay lock loop (DLL), multiple clocks (e.g., 
oscillators) or a single clock with delay elements. A clock divider circuit 
112 receives the four clock signals 110 and creates sixteen clock signals 
114 from the four clock signals. The clock divider circuit 1 12 is a known 
circuit, such as in one embodiment, a multi-phase interpolator circuit. In 
another embodiment, the clock divider circuit 1 12 is a resistor network. In 
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yet another embodiment, the clock divider circuit 112 is a circuit including 
voltage controlled oscillator (VCO) delay elements. 

[0020] The sixteen clock signals 114 each have the same frequency and 

are synchronized, but each have a unique phase such that the sixteen 
phases are equally distributed about 360 degrees. A sampling clock 
generating circuit 116 receives the sixteen clock signals 114 and 
generates in response the four sampling clock signals sO, s1, s2, and s3 
as will be more fully described. 

[0021] A switching signal generation circuit 122 generates a control signal 

120 and provides it to the sampling clock signal generating circuit 116. 
The control signal 120 determines which of the sixteen clock signals 114 
the sampling clock generating circuit 116 generates as the four sampling 
clock signals s0-s3. The control signal 120 are composed of sixteen 
signals st0-st15, and only one is active at one time. The control signal 
generating circuit 122 activates a particular control signal 120 after 
determining whether the sampling circuits 100-103 are sufficiently in 
phase with the received signal so as to sample effectively and allow 
meaningful data to be recovered from the received signal. The switching 
signal generating circuit 122 receives and evaluates sampled data signals 
104, 105, 106, and 107 to determine whether sampling phases of the 
sampling circuits 100-103 as dictated by the sampling clock signals s0-s3 
must be shifted. (The signals (e.g., s0-s3, 104-107, etc.) are shown as 
lines between blocks in Figure 1.) The control signal generating circuit 
122 further receives the sampling clock signals 126 to control signal 
generating logic. In one embodiment, the control signal generating circuit 
122 includes a digital clock and data recovery (CDR). The control signal 
generating circuit 122 transmits a latching clock signal 124 to synchronize 
logic in the sampling clock generating circuit 116. The logic in the 
sampling clock generating circuit 116 must be synchronized, as discussed 
below, so that when the sampling clock signals s0-s3 are shifted, no clock 
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skew effects occur in the sampling clock signals s0-s3 due to the fact that 
shifting the phases of the sampling clock signals s0-s3 includes switching 
clock sources. 

10022] Figure 2A is a diagram illustrating the sixteen clock signals 114 

labeled ckO, 1,2, etc., and their relative phases. The sixteen clock signals 
114 are separated by uniform phase increments about 360 degrees (i.e., 
22.5 degrees apart). The four sampling clock signals s0-s3, in this 
example, are ckO, ck4, ck8, and ck12. The four sampling clock signals 
s0-s3 are separated by 90 degree increments. Figure 2B shows the 
order and frequency of the sampling p^rsxms s0-s3 "firing". The first 
sampling clock signal, sO, is ckO in this example. The second sampling 
clock signal, s1, is ck4, and so on. When the switching signal generating 
circuit 122 determines that the phases of the sampling clock signals s0-s3 
are offset from the optimum center of the received signal, a control signal 
120 is generated to shift the phases of the sampling clock signals s0-s3 
forward one phase increment. This is illustrated in Figure 2B, which 
shows that after s3 (which is ck12) occurs, the next sO is ck1. A phase 
shift of one increment "late" or clockwise has occurred. After the shift, s1 
is ck5, s2 is ck9, and s3 is ck13. The occurrence of ck1 (the "new" sO) is 
delayed one phase increment, as shown, to provide consistent sampling 
clock signals s0-s3 to the sampling clock circuits 100-103. When the 
switching signal generating circuit 122 determines that the phases of the 
sampling clock signals s0-s3 are too far ahead of the received signal, it 
generates a control signal 120 to shift the phases of the sampling clock 
signals sO-s3 back one phase increment in a manner corresponding to 
the illustrated example of a shift forward. For example, sO becomes ck15, 
and so on. 

[0023] The switching signal generating circuit 122, in one embodiment, 

executes an algorithm to determine whether the sampling circuits 100-103 
are sufficiently in phase with the received signal. Figure 3 illustrates 



-7- 



WO 02/058318 PCT/USO 1/50 149 

sampling in one embodiment. A waveform of the received data signal is 
shown along with logic values represented by different signal levels. A 
highest positive signal level represents a logic 1, and a lowest negative 
signal level represents a logic level 0. Times A, B, C, D, and E are times 
at which samples are taken, or sample points. "Midbit" samples a, c, and 
e are taken at times A, C, and E "Transition" samples b and d are taken 
at times B and D, which are close to signal transitions of the zero- 
crossing. The switching signal generating circuit 122 evaluates samples 
104-107 to determine at which times the samples were taken. In one 
embodiment, the switching signal generating circuit 122 determines 
whether the phases of the sampling circuits 100-103 are early or late as 
follows. 

[0024] 1) If a equals b and b does not equal c, sampling is late 

[0025] 2) If a does not equal b and b equals c, sampling is early 

[0026] 3) If a equals b equals c, no decision is possible 

[0027] 4) If a equals c and c does not equal b, no decision is possible 

[0028] In case 1, the switching signal generating circuit 122 generates a 

control signal 120 to change the sampling phases to an earlier phase. In 
case 2, the switching signal generating circuit 122 generates a control 
signal 120 to change the sampling phases to a later phase. In cases 3 
and 4, no new control signal 120 is generated and the current control 
signal 120 remains active. When no decision is possible, the algorithm 
assumes that the sampling phases are effectively correct and that no 
changes are necessary. Those skilled in the relevant art will recognize 
that various circuits or systems may be employed in the switching signal 
generating circuit 122 to implement the algorithm (e.g., field 
programmable logic, an array of logic gates corresponding to logic rules, 
a programmed microcontroller, etc.). In other embodiments, other known 
algorithms or methods are used to determine whether the sampling 
circuits 1 00-1 03 are sufficiently synchronized. 
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[0029] Figure 4 is a simplified diagram of a switching matrix in one 

embodiment of the sampling clock generating circuit 116. In various 
embodiments, the sampling clock generation circuit can be a barrel shifter 
or any other logic circuit whose outputs can be shifted. As described 
herein, the switching signal generating circuit 122 effectively processes 
the four samples it receives from the four sampling clock circuits 100-103 
to decide whether the phase of the clock should be moved forward or 
backward (e.g., clockwise or counter clockwise through control signals 
st0-st15 if a barrel shifter is employed as the sampling clock generating 
circuit 116). The clock divider circuit 112 includes sixteen outputs 
connected to the sampling clock signal generator circuit 116 for carrying 
sixteen clock signals ck0-ck15 as shown. The clock signals ck0-ck15 
each have a distinct phase as illustrated in Figure 2A. The ck0-ck15 
outputs of the clock divider circuit 112 are each electrically connected to 
each of four sampling clock outputs that carry the sampling clock signals 
s0-s3 so as to form the matrix shown. The sampling clock generating 
circuit 116 receives an active control signal that determines which of the 
sixteen clock signals ck0-ck15 become the four sampling clock signals 
s0-s3. Two cases are shown in Figure 4. In one case, the stO signal is 
active. In this case, the switching matrix connects the ckO output to the sO 
output, the ck4 output to the s1 output, the ck8 output to the s2 output, 
and the ck12 output to the s3 output. In another case, the phases of the 
sampling clock signals s0-s3 are shifted forward one phase increment. 
Thus, the switching matrix connects the ck1 output to the sO output, the 
ck5 output to the s1 output, the ck9 output to the s2 output, and the ck13 
output to the s3 output. The other control signal lines, such as for control 
signals st2-st1 5, are not shown for clarity. 

(0030] Figure 5 is a diagram of the switching matrix of Figure 4 in an 

embodiment that shows transistor switches at intersection points. The 
control signal lines for stO and st1 are shown connected to the gates of 
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transistor switches. For example, the control signal line for the control 
signal stO is shown connected to the gates of transistor 50 and 51. When 
stO is active, the transistors 50 and 51 are "on" and electrically connect 
the ckO line with the sO line, and the ck4 line with the s1 line. (While not 
shown in Figure 5, stO likewise activates two other transistors to 
electrically connect the ck8 and ck12 lines with the s2 and s3 lines, 
respectively.) Similarly, the st1 line is connected to the gates of 
transistors 52 and 53 (and other transistors not shown), so that when st1 
is active, the ck1 line and the ck5 line are connected to the sO and s1 
lines, respectively. The other control signal lines st2-st15 and clock 
signal lines ck6-ck15 are not shown for clarity. 
[0031] Figure 6 is block diagram showing part of the switching matrix of 

Figure 4 at yet a further level of detail. The ck0-ck1 5 outputs of the clock 
divider circuit 112 are in effect candidate sources for the sampling clock 
signals s0-s3. As previously described, the phases of the sampling clock 
signals s0-s3 are shifted when it is determined that the sampling circuits 
100-103 are not sufficiently synchronized with the received signal. This 
shifting involves switching sampling clock sources from one set of four of 
the ck0-ck15 outputs to another set of four. Figure 6 illustrates latching 
circuitry that allows the sampling clock source switching to occur when 
the clocks are stable so that the s0-s3 outputs remain consistent. Flip- 
Flops (FFs) are used to latch the active control signal 120. The diagram 
is simplified so that only part of the stO control signal line is shown, 
including the FFs 60, 61, and 62; intervening FFs are not show for 
simplicity. The FFs 60, 61 and 62 latch the stO signal for the ckO line, the 
ck1 line, and the ck15 line. Similarly, a corresponding portion of the st15 
switching line is shown with FFs 63, 64, and 65. The stO switching line 
will be discussed. Other portions of the switching matrix that correspond 
to the portion discussed operate similarly. 
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10032] The outputs of the FFs 60-62 are each electrically connected to a 

transistor gate as shown. The FFs and transistors are clocked by a 
common clock signal 124, designated Sn, which is one of the sampling 
clock signals s0-s3. One of the s0-s3 signals is chosen to appropriately 
synchronize the switching operation according to its phase. For example, 
an appropriate phase for s1 is chosen to be Sn after simulation reveals 
that s2 is too late and sO is too early, as described further below. The 
signals sw0-sw5 are latched, or synchronized switching signals that have 
been clocked through a FF by the Sn common FF clock signal. When stO 
is active, and the Sn signal latches the stO signal through the FF 60, the 
swO signal turns on the transistor connected to the FF 60 and allows the 
ckO signal to generate or source the sampling clock signal sO. 

(00331 Figure 7 is a timing diagram that illustrates the synchronization of 

the clock switching operation further. Figure 7 can be referred to along 
with Figure 6. Figure 7 illustrates a switch of clock source for the 
sampling clock signal sO from ckO to ck1. Initially, the source of the 
sampling clock signal sO is ckO, but after the switching operation the 
source of the sampling clock signal sO is ck1. In this example, the 
. sampling clock signal sO also serves as the common FF clock signal 124, 
or signal Sn. The control signals stO and st1 are shown below the sO 
signal. Latched switching signals swO and sw1 are shown below the 
control signals stO and st1 . 

[0034] At transition time 702, the current active switching signal changes 

from stO to st1. At rising edge 704 of the sampling clock signal sO, the st1 
control signal is latched by the FF 60, causing the active latched sw 
signal to change from swO to sw1 at the transition time 710. This 
transition, as shown at 708, causes the clock source of the sampling clock 
signal sO to change from ckO to ck1. The change in clock source 
happens during a stable period of the sO signal (in this case, a high signal 
period) so that no sampling clock disruption occurs. The falling edge 714 
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of sO is extended as shown at 712, after the stO, st1 transition Thus, 
switching of clocks may be completed at the end of a clock cycle. 
Switching the clock signal lines within one clock cycle prevents disturbing 
operation of the sampling circuits 100-103. Before and after the switching 
operation just described, the other control signals st2-st15 are inactive. 

[0035] In some instances, different sampling clock signals s0-s3 may be 

used to clock the FFs. It may happen, for example due to physical circuit 
particularities, that the sO signal is too late or too early to serve as the 
common FF clock signal 124. This can be discovered during simulation 
or testing of the circuit In that case, another of the sampling clock 
signals s0-s3 can be chosen to be the common FF clock signal 124. 

[0036] Embodiments of the invention have been described with reference 

to particular examples. Many alternatives are possible under the 
invention described herein. For example, the number of sampling circuits 
could be more or less than four. Similarly, the number of clock phases 
provided by the clock divider could be more or less than sixteen. Other 
variations within the scope of the claimed invention include different 
circuits or methods for synchronizing the switching operation from one set 
of sampling clock signals to another. 

[0037] Aspects of the invention may be implemented as functionality 

programmed into any of a variety of circuitry, including programmable 
logic devices (PLDs), such as field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), 
programmable array logic (PAL) devices, electrically programmable logic 
and memory devices and standard cell-based devices, as well as 
application specific integrated circuits (ASICs). Some other possibilities 
for implementing aspects of the invention include: microcontrollers with 
memory (such as electronically erasable programmable read only memory 
(EEPROM)), embedded microprocessors, firmware, software, etc. If 
aspects of the invention are embodied as software at at least one stage 
during manufacturing (e.g. before being embedded in firmware or in a 
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PLD), the software may be carried by any computer readable medium, 
such as magnetically- or optically-readable disks (fixed or floppy), 
modulated on a carrier signal or otherwise transmitted, etc. Furthermore, 
aspects of the invention may be embodied in microprocessors having 
software-based circuit emulation, discrete logic (sequential and 
combinatorial), custom devices, fuzzy (neural) logic, quantum devices, 
and hybrids of any of the above device types. The underlying device 
technologies may be provided in a variety of component types, e.g., 
metal-oxide semiconductor field-effect transistor (MOSFET) technologies 
like complementary metal-oxide semiconductor (CMOS), bipolar 
technologies like emitter-coupled logic (ECL), and polymer technologies. 

[0038] Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, throughout the 

description and the claims, the words "comprise," "comprising," and the 
like are to be construed in an inclusive sense as opposed to an exclusive 
or exhaustive sense; that is to say, in a sense of "including, but not limited 
to." Words using the singular or plural number also include the plural or 
singular number respectively. Additionally, the words "herein," "above," 
"below," and words of similar import, when used in this application, shall 
refer to this application as a whole and not to any particular portions of 
this application. When the claims use the word "or" in reference to a list of 
two or more items, that word covers all of the following interpretations of 
the word: any of the items in the list, all of the items in the list and any 
combination of the items in the list. 

[0039] The above detailed descriptions of embodiments of the invention 

are not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise 
form disclosed above. While specific embodiments of, and examples for, 
the invention are described above for illustrative purposes, various 
equivalent modifications are possible within the scope of the invention, as 
those skilled in the relevant art will recognize. For example, while steps 
are presented in a given order, alternative embodiments may perform 
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routines having steps in a different order. The teachings of the invention 
provided herein can be applied to other systems, not necessarily the 
system described herein. These and other changes can be made to the 
invention in light of the detailed description. The elements and acts of the 
various embodiments described above can be combined to provide 
further embodiments. 

10040] These and other changes can be made to the invention in light of 

the above detailed description. In general, the terms used in the following 
claims, should not be construed to limit the invention to the specific 
embodiments disclosed in the specification, unless the above detailed 
description explicitly defines such terms. Accordingly, the actual scope of 
the invention encompasses the disclosed embodiments and all equivalent 
ways of practicing or implementing the invention under the claims. 

[0041] While certain aspects of the invention are presented below in 

certain claim forms, the inventors contemplate the various aspects of the 
invention in any number of claim forms. For example, while only one 
aspect of the invention is recited as embodied in a semiconductor chip, 
other aspects may likewise be embodied in a chip. Accordingly, the 
inventors reserve the right to add additional claims after filing the 
application to pursue such additional claim forms for other aspects of the 
invention. 
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CLAIMS 

We claim: 

[d] 1 . A clock and data recovery system, comprising: 

a first number of parallel sampling circuits for collecting a first 

number of samples of a received digitally encoded signal; 
a switching signal generating circuit configured to receive the first 
number of samples and to determine whether the first 
number of parallel sampling circuits are sufficiently in phase 
with the received signal so as to collect a meaningful 
sample; and 

a sampling clock signal generating circuit configured to receive a 
control signal from the switching signal generating circuit, 
wherein the control signal causes the clock signal 
generating circuit to generate a first number of clock phases 
to clock the first number of parallel sampling circuits, 
wherein the first number of clock phases are chosen from a 
second number of clock phases, the second number being 
an integer multiple of the first number. 
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[c2j 2 The system of claim 1 , wherein the first number is four, and 

wherein the switching signal generating circuit evaluates the four samples 
to determine an order and a logic value for each of the four samples, and 
based upon the order and the logic value of each of the four sample, 
determines whether the four clock phases must be shifted ahead or 
behind. 



[c3j 3. The system of claim 1, wherein the first number is four and 

the second number is sixteen, wherein the four clock phases are equally 
spaced about 360 degrees, and wherein the control signal causes the 
four clock phases to shift clockwise or counterclockwise one phase 
increment. 



[c4] 4. The system of claim 1 , wherein: 

the switching signal generating circuit to determine an order and a 
logic value for each of the first number of samples, and 
based upon the order and the logic value of each of the first 
number of samples, determines whether the first number of 
clock phases must be shifted ahead or behind, and 

the sampling clock generating circuit comprises a switch matrix 
including a second number of clock signal lines that are 
each coupled so as to clock each of the first number of 
parallel sampling circuits, and wherein a first number of the 
clock signal lines is coupled to the first number of parallel 
sampling circuits at one time through the control signal. 

[c5] 5. A method for converting a received digital-encoded serial 

signal into digital data comprising: 

generating N sampling clock signals with N distinct phases equally 
distributed about 360 degrees; 
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dividing each of the N sampling clock signals by X to produce N*X 
sampling clock signals with N*X distinct phases equally 
distributed about 360 degrees; 

sampling the received signal, including collecting N samples using 
N sampling circuits, wherein each of the N sampling circuits 
is clocked by one of N sampling clock signals chosen from 
among the N*X sampling clock signals, and wherein the N 
sampling clock signals chosen have distinct phases equally 
distributed about 360 degrees; 

determining whether the N sampling clock signals chosen are 
synchronized with the received signal so as to sample 
meaningful data; and 

if it is determined that the N sampling clock signals chosen are not 
synchronized, choosing N new sampling clock signals from 
among the N*X sampling clock signals for clocking the N 
sampling circuits. 

[c6] 6. The method of claim 5, wherein determining whether the N 

sampling clock signals chosen are synchronized includes evaluating the 
N samples collected to determine a relationship between the distinct 
phases of the N sampling clocks and a signal transition point of the 
received signal, and wherein when the distinct phases of the N sampling 
clocks are determined to be too close to the signal transition point, the N 
new sampling clocks are chosen so that the distinct phases of the N new 
sampling clocks are farther from the signal transition point. 

[ C 7] 7. The method of claim 5, wherein when the N equals four and 

wherein X equals four. 
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[c8] 8. The method of claim 5, wherein the N sampling clock signals 

are not synchronized when the distinct phases of the N sampling clock 
signals are determined to be too close to a signal transition point of the 
received signal, and wherein the distinct phases of the IM new sampling 
clock signals are chosen from a group comprising N phases each shifted 
one phase increment ahead relative to the phases determined to be too 
close and N phases each shifted one phase increment behind relative to 
the phases determined to be too close. 



[c9] 9. The method of claim 5, wherein determining whether the N 

sampling clock signals chosen are synchronized includes determining 
whether the distinct phases of the N sampling clock signals are too close 
to a signal transition point of the received signal, and wherein choosing N 
new sampling clock signals includes performing a switching operation that 
switches from N clock signal sources to N new clock signal sources in a 
controlled manner such that the N sampling circuits receive uninterrupted 
sampling clock signals. 



[do] 10. The method of claim 9, wherein determining includes 

determining whether the disctinct phases of the N sampling clock signals 
are too far ahead of the received signal or too far behind the received 
signal, and in response, generating one of a set of control signals to 
perform the switching operation, wherein the set of control signals 
includes one control signal for each possible group of N sampling click 
signals among the N*X sampling clock signals. 



[d 1] 11. The method of claim 1 0, wherein: 

when the distinct phases are too far ahead of the received signal 
the control signal generated is for a group of N sampling 
clock signals each at least one phase increment behind the 
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N sampling clock signals determined to be too far ahead; 
and 

when the distinct phases are too far behind the received signal the 
control signal generated is for a group of N sampling clock 
signals each at least one phase increment ahead of the N 
sampling clock signals determined to be too far behind. 

[ci2] 12. A machine-readable medium carrying instructions for 

performing a method for converting a received digital-encoded serial 
signal into digital data, the method comprising: 
establishing a sampling frequency; 

periodically taking two or more samples of the received digitally- 
encoded serial signal based on the established sampling 
frequency to oversample the received digitally-encoded 
serial signal; 

determining if the periodically taken samples correspond to 

meaningful data; 
if at least one of the samples fails to correspond to meaningful 

data, establishing a new sampling frequency, wherein the 

new sampling frequency has an altered phase with respect. 

to the established sampling frequency; and 
again periodically taking two or more samples of the received 

digitally-encoded serial signal based on the new sampling 

frequency to oversample the received digitally-encoded 

serial signal. 
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[ci3] 13. The machine-readable medium of claim 12 wherein the 

machine-readable medium is a computer-readable disk. 

[d4] 14. The machine-readable medium of claim 12 wherein the 

machine-readable medium is a is a data transmission medium 
transmitting a generated data signal containing the instructions. 

[d5] 15. The machine-readable medium of claim 12 wherein the 

machine-readable medium is a logical node in a computer network 
receiving the instructions. 



[d6] 16. The machine-readable medium of claim 12 wherein the 

machine-readable medium is a semiconductor memory. 



(ci7] 17. The machine-readable medium of claim 12 wherein the 

machine-readable medium is a programmable logic device. 

{ci8j 1 8. A semiconductor chip, comprising: 

a first number of parallel sampling circuits for collecting a first 
number of samples of a received digitally encoded signal; 

a switching signal generating circuit configured to receive the first 
number of samples and to determine whether the first 
number of parallel sampling circuits are sufficiently in phase 
with the received signal so as to collect a meaningful 
sample; and 

a sampling clock signal generating circuit configured to receive a 
control signal from the switching signal generating circuit, 
wherein the control signal causes the clock signal 
generating circuit to generate a first number of clock phases 
to clock the first number of parallel sampling circuits, 
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wherein the first number of clock phases are chosen from a 
second number of clock phases, the second number being 
an integer multiple of the first number. 



[ci9j 19. A system for converting a received digital-encoded serial 

signal into digital data comprising: 

means for generating N sampling clock signals with N distinct 
phases; 

means for dividing each of the N sampling clock signals by to 
produce N*X sampling clock signals with N*X distinct 
phases; 

means for sampling the received signal, including collecting N 
samples using N sampling circuits, wherein each of the N 
sampling circuits is clocked by one of N sampling clock 
signals chosen from among the ISTX sampling clock signals; 

means for determining whether the N sampling clock signals 

chosen are synchronized with the received signal so as to 
sample meaningful data; and 

means for choosing N new sampling clock signals from among the 
N*X sampling clock signals for clocking the N sampling 
circuits if the means for determining determines that the N 
sampling clock signals chosen are not synchronized. 



(c20j 20. An apparatus for recovering a data signal from a received 

signal, comprising: 

N sampling circuits which each samples the received signal 

periodically with a unique phase; 
a sampling clock signal generating circuit coupled to the N 

sampling circuits, wherein the sampling clock generating 
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circuit generates a sampling clock signal with the unique 
phase for each of the N sampling circuits; 
a clock divider circuit coupled to the sampling clock generating 
circuit, wherein the clock divider circuit supplies N*X clock 
signals to the sampling clock generating circuit, the N*X 
clock signals having N*X unique phases separated by 
substantially equal phase increments totaling 360 degrees; 
and 

a switching signal generation circuit coupled to the N sampling 
circuits and to the sampling clock generating circuit to, 
determine whether the N sampling 
circuits are sufficiently in phase with the received signal; 
and 

generate a control signal to shift phases 
of the N sampling circuits to cause the N sampling circuits to 
be sufficiently in phase with the received signal, such that 
an effective sampling resolution is N*X and an actual 
sampling resolution is N. 
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[c2i] 21. The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising an analog 

phase locked loop coupled to the clock divider circuit to supply the clock 
divider circuit with N clock signals. 

[c22] 22. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the clock divider circuit 

comprises a multi-phase interpolator circuit. 

[c23] 23. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the clock divider circuit 

comprises multiple delay elements that comprise voltage controlled 
oscillator cells. 

Ic24] 24. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the clock divider circuit 

comprises a resistive network. 

[c25] 25. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the clock divider circuit 

comprises inverters and switches. 

[c26j 26. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the switching signal 

generation circuit comprises logic that receives samples of the received 
signal from each of the N sampling circuits, and evaluates the samples as 
a sequence of ones and zeros to establish one state chosen from a group 
comprising, the N sampling circuits are sampling too late, the N sampling 
circuits are sampling too early, and no decision is possible. 

[c27] 27. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the one state 

established determines the control signal generated, and wherein there 
are N*X possible control signals that each cause the sampling clock 
generating circuit to generate a unique set of N sampling clock signals. 

[c28] 28. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein: 
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N equals four and X equals four; 

the switching signal generating circuit comprises logic that receives 
samples of the received signal from each of the four 
sampling circuits, and evaluates the samples as a sequence 
of ones and zeros to establish one state chosen from a 
group comprising, the four sampling circuits are sampling 
too late, the four sampling circuits are sampling too early, 
and no decision is possible; and 

the control signal is one of sixteen possible control signals that 
cause the sampling clock generating circuit to change 
phases of four sampling dock signals it generates for the 
four sampling circuits. 

Ic29] 29. The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the sampling clock 

circuit comprises a switching matrix that determines which four of sixteen 
possible clock signals drive the four sampling circuits at one time; and 
wherein the sampling clock circuit further uses one of the four clock 
signals driving the four sampling circuits to synchronize a switching 
operation initiated by the control signal, such that the four sampling 
circuits receive uninterrupted sampling clock signals during the switching 
operation. 

Ic30] 30. The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the switching signal 

generating circuit receives the four sampling clock signals generated by 
the sampling clock generating circuit for clocking the logic. 
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